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ITINERARY OF GENERAL WASHINGTON FEOM JUNE 
15, 1775, TO DECEMBER 23, 1783. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

(Continued from page 190.) 

1782. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1782. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : Is entertained at a din- 
ner, given in his honor, at the City Tavern, by " The Society 
of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick." 

" This brilliant entertainment was graced by the presence of the bravest 
and most distinguished generals of the allied army of America and France, 
Generals Washington, Lincoln, Howe, Moultrie, Knox, Hand, Mcintosh, 
and Baron Steuben — Colonels Washington, Smith, Tilghman, and Count 
Dillon, a French officer of Irish descent, afterward much distinguished in 
the wars of the French revolution, and Count de la Touche. The French 
and Spanish ministers with their Secretaries, &c, were also present. Several 
of the First troop (members of the Society), Colonels Charles and Walter 
Stewart — Colonels Blaine and Johnston, with Robert Morris, Samuel Mere- 
dith, and Henry Hill, honorary members." — A Brief Account of "The Society 
of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick," p. 49. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " On "Wednesday even- 
ing the 2d instant, Alexander Quesnay, esq. exhibited a 
most elegant entertainment at the playhouse, where were 
present his excellency general Washington, the Minister of 
France, the president of the State, a number of the officers 
of the army and a brilliant assemblage of ladies and gentle- 
men of the city, who were invited." — Freeman's Journal, 
January 9, 1782. 

The entertainment was held at the Southwark Theatre, corner of South 
and Apollo (now Charles) Street, between Fourth and Fifth Streets. 
" After a prologue suitable to the occasion, Eugenie an elegant French 
comedy was first presented (written by the celebrated M. Beaumarchais) and 
in the opinion of several good judges was extremely well acted by the young 
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gentlemen, students in that polite language. After the comedy was acted the 
Lying Valet a farce, to this succeeded several curious dances, followed by 
a brilliant illumination, consisting of thirteen pyramidal pillars, represent- 
ing the thirteen States — on the middle column was seen a Oupid, support- 
ing a laurel crown over the motto — Washington — the pride of his country 
and terror of Britain. On the summit was the word — Virginia — on the 
right — Connecticut, with the names Greene and La Payette — on the 
left — the word Pennsylvania, with the names, "Wayne and Stttben; and 
so on according to the birth place and state proper to each general. The 
spectacle ended with an artificial illumination of the thirteen columns." 
Alexander Quesnay de Glouvay, who had the direction of this "most ele- 
gant entertainment," was a French teacher ; he resided in Second Street 
between Chestnut and Walnut Streets. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " I have remained at 
this place ever since you left it, and am happy in having 
discovered the best disposition imaginahle in Congress to 
prepare vigorously for another campaign. They have re- 
solved to keep up the same number of corps that consti- 
tuted the army of last year, and have urged the States 
warmly to complete them." — Washington to the Marquis de 
Lafayette. 

" P.S. — January 5th. By advices just received from South Carolina, the 
enemy have evacuated all their posts in the State, and have concentrated 
their whole force in Charleston. Wilmington is also evacuated, and North 
Carolina is freed from its enemies. The disaffected part of the State are 
suing for mercy, and executing, it is said, some of their own leaders for 
having mis-guided them." 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " To bring this war to a 
speedy and happy conclusion must be the fervent wish of 
every lover of his country ; and sure I am, that no means 
are so likely to effect these as vigorous preparations for 
another campaign. Whether, then, we consult our true in- 
terest, substantial economy, or sound policy, we shall find, 
that relaxation and languor are of all things to be avoided." 
— Washington to Meshech Weave, President of New Hampshire. 

"The capture of Cornwallis," said Count deVergennes in alettertoM.de 
la Luzerne, " should excite the ardor of the Americans, and prove to them 
that the English are not invincible. Great preparations should be made for 
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the next campaign, that advantage may be taken of this loss on the part 
of the British. "We earnestly desire, that our allies may profit by it. The 
more they multiply their exertions, the more certain will be their success 
in procuring the tranquility of their country. But, if they return to their 
accustomed inactivity, they will give England time to repair her losses, as 
she seems determined to do, and to prolong the war, which it is for the 
interest of the United States to terminate as soon as possible " 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 81. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " The broken and per- 
plexed state of the enemy's affairs, and the successes of the 
last campaign on our part, ought to be a powerful incite- 
ment to vigorous preparations for the next. Unless we 
strenuously exert ourselves to profit by these successes, we 
shall not only lose all the solid advantages that might be 
derived from them, but we shall become contemptible in 
our own eyes, in the eyes of our enemy, in the opinion of 
posterity, and even in the estimation of the whole world, 
which will consider us as a nation unworthy of prosperity, 
because we know not how to make a right use of it." — 
Washington to Meshech Weare. 

This, and the letter of January 22, were written as circular letters to the 
governors of the States. The first, relating to finance, contained arguments 
for raising money adequate to the public exigencies, particularly the pay- 
ment and clothing of the troops ; the second transmitted accurate returns 
of the number of men actually in service from each State, and urged the 
completion of the quotas according to the requisition of Congress. In both 
of them the commander-in-chief recommended prompt preparations for 
another campaign. A third letter was written May 4, in which, after ex- 
pressing his disappointment at not receiving the number of men he had 
expected, and referring to the fact that not one penny in money for the 
service of the year had been paid by any State, he wrote, " While acting 
in my military capacity, I am sensible of the impropriety of stepping into 
the line of civil polity. My anxiety for the general good, and an earnest 
desire to bring this long protracted war to a happy issue, when I hope to 
retire to that peaceful state of domestic pleasures, from which the call of 
my country has brought me to take an active part, and to which I most 
ardently wish a speedy return, I trust will furnish my excuse with your 
Excellency and the legislature, while I request your pardon for this tres- 
pass." 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : Issues a proclamation, 
offering "free pardon to all deserters, as well those who 
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may have joined the enemy as others, who shall deliver 
themselves up to any Continental Officer on or before the 
first day of June next." 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia: "I am apprehensive 
that your Excellency will think me unmindful of a most 
agreeable piece of duty, which I have been directed to per- 
form by Congress. It is the presentation of two of the 
field-pieces taken at York, with an inscription engraved on 
them expressive of the occasion. I find a difficulty in 
getting the engraving properly executed. When finished, 
I shall with peculiar pleasure put the cannon into your 
possession." — Washington to Count de Rochambeau. 

"Resolved, That two pieces of the field ordnance, taken from the British 
army, under the capitulation of York, be presented by the commander in 
chief of the American army, to count de Rochambeau ; and that there be 
engraved thereon a short memorandum, that Congress were induced to 
present them from considerations of the illustrious part which he bore in 
effectuating the surrender." — Journal of Congress, October 29, 1781. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " The King's speech at 
the opening of the British Parliament is firm, and mani- 
fests a determination to continue the war, although there is 
no appearance of his having made any alliances. This I 
hope will prove to the States the necessity of complying 
with the requisitions upon them for men and supplies. 
Every argument that I could invent to induce them to it has 
been made use of by me in two sets of circular letters." — 
Washington to General Greene. 

MONDAY, MARCH 18. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " By late advices from 
Europe, and from the declarations of the British ministers 
themselves, it appears, that they have done with all thoughts 
of an excursive war, and that they mean to send but small, 
if any further reinforcements to America. It may be also 
tolerably plainly seen, that they do not mean to hold all 
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their present posts, and that New York will be occupied in 
preference to any other. Hence, and from other indications, 
I am induced to believe that an evacuation of the Southern 
States will take place." — Washington to General Greene. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia: " On Thursday, the 21st 
inst., a Commencement was held in the hall of the uni- 
versity of this city [Fourth Street below Arch], before a 
very crowded and polite audience, consisting of the hon- 
ourable members of the Supreme executive council of the 
state, the members of the assembly, his excellency general 
Washington, and his family, with the family of his excel- 
lency the French minister, the baron Stuben, and a large 
concourse of the most respectable citizens." — Freeman's 
Journal, March 27. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 22. 

Leaves Philadelphia : " Last Friday morning [March 22] 
his excellency general Washington left this city, attended 
by the hon. gen. vice president of the state [James Potter], 
gen. Reed, the late president, a number of gentlemen offi- 
cers of the army, and also captain Morris's troop of city 
light horse." — Freeman's Journal, March 27. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23. 

At Burlington, New Jersey : Inspects the Second Regi- 
ment of the Continental Corps of Artillery (Colonel John 
Lamb), stationed at Burlington and its vicinity. 

On his way northward, Washington stopped at Morristown, New Jersey, 
several days, presumably to consult, if necessary, with General Knox and 
Gouverneur Morris, who had been appointed (March 11) to proceed to 
Elizabethtown, to meet other commissioners on the part of the British, to 
treat on the exchange of prisoners. The commissioners, however, did not 
meet until the 31st, the time having been deferred at the request of Sir 
Henry Clinton. The principal objects of the mission — a cartel for the gen- 
eral exchange of prisoners, a liquidation of all accounts on both sides for 
the maintenance of prisoners, and provision for their future support — were 
not accomplished. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 28. 

At Morristown, New Jersey : " The spirit of enterprise, 
so conspicuous in your plan for surprising in their quarters 
and bringing off the Prince William Henry and Admiral 
Digby, merits applause ; and you have my authority to make 
the attempt, in any manner, and at such a time, as your 
own judgment shall direct." — Washington to Colonel Matthias 
Ogden. 

Prince "William Henry, afterwards William IV., who was serving as a 
midshipman in the fleet of Admiral Digby, was at this time in New York 
with the admiral. How far the attempt to capture them progressed is not 
known ; but it is supposed that the enemy became aware of the plan and 
took the necessary precautions to prevent it. 

Washington left Morristown on the morning of March 28, and reached 
Newburgh, New York, on the 31st, stopping at Pompton and Ringwood on 
the way. He was accompanied by Mrs. Washington and an escort of an 
officer, sergeant, and twelve dragoons. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 31. 

At Newburgh, New York : " March 31st. — His Excellency 
Gen. "Washington arrived at Newburgh ; he had been ab- 
sent from the main army since the 19th of the preceding 
August, having spent the winter at Philadelphia, after the 
capture of Earl Cornwallis." — Heath's Memoirs. 

"April 2d. — Our General [Heath] went up to Newburgh [from West 
Point], to pay his respects to the Commander in Chief, where he dined, 
and returned at evening: Gen. Washington established his quarters at 
Newburgh." — Heath's Memoirs. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4. 

At Head- quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The 
Commander in Chief, having returned, and resumed the 
command of the main army, he presents his thanks to 
Major General Heath, and the troops which have been em- 
ployed under his order, for having preserved the important 
posts committed to his charge, and covered the country so 
successfully against the depredations of the enemy, during 
the absence of the General." 
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" Washington's head-quarters at Newburgh, on the Hudson, eight miles 
above West Point, were at the ' Hasbrouck House,' still standing, on the 
brow of a hill, in the southern part of the city. The house, a substantial 
stone building, one story high with a high sloping roof, was erected in 1760 
by Jonathan Hasbrouck, and enlarged in 1770. The property remained in 
the possession of the Hasbrouck family until 1849, when the title became 
vested in the State of New Tork. In 1850 it was placed by act of assembly 
in the hands of the board of trustees of the village, to be preserved as nearly 
as possible as it was at the time of its occupation by Washington. The 
building was at once restored by a committee appointed by the board of 
trustees, and the place formally dedicated on the 4th of July of that year. 
In 1865, by the city charter, the care of the property passed to the city 
authorities, where it remained until 1874, when the legislature appointed, 
by act of May 11, a board of trustees to hold and maintain it." — Ruttenber's 
History of Orange County. 

SATUEDAY, APEIL 6. 

At West Point : " The Commander in Chief visited 
West-Point, and reviewed the first Massachusetts brigade. 
On his arrival at the Point, he was saluted by the discharge 
of 13 cannon." — Heath's Memoirs. 

TUESDAY, APEIL 9. 

At "West Point : " The Commander in Chief reviewed the 
3d Massachusetts brigade and 10th regiment, and dined 
with our General." — Heath's Memoirs. 

SATUEDAY, APEIL 27. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh ; " Finding the commis- 
sioners appointed to liquidate the accounts of money due 
for the maintenance of prisoners, and make permanent 
provision for their future support, have separated without 
accomplishing any thing, I think it highly expedient, that 
measures should be adopted, at this moment, for taking the 
German prisoners of war into our service. As this measure 
has been considerably agitated, I shall not amplify upon 
the justice and propriety of it, which to me seems very 
obvious." — Washington to the Secretary at War. 

In November, 1776, when it was proposed to enlist deserters and pris- 
oners into the American army, Washington expressed his disapproval of 
the measure, as being neither consistent with the rules of war nor politic ; 
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and again, in March, 1778, in writing to the President of Congress, he 
objected to the preamble of a resolution of February 26, prohibiting the 
enlisting of deserters and prisoners, which implied that such enlistments 
had been made, saying that if any had been made, he at least was not 
aware of it. His change of opinion on this subject must have been brought 
about by the difficulty of securing recruits and the continued expense of 
maintaining the British prisoners. The suggestion does not seem to have 
been acted on by Congress. 

SUNDAY, APBIL 28. 

At Head- quarters, Newburgh : " Permit me sir, to ex- 
press the high sense I have of the honor you have done me 
in communicating the favorable opinion entertained of my 
conduct by the Court and nation of France, and to acknowl- 
edge my obligation to those officers, who have inspired 
these Sentiments." — Washington to M. de la Luzerne. 

" I cannot deny myself the pleasure of informing you of the sentiments 
with which the reports of the French officers, on their return to Versailles, 
inspired the court and nation towards your Excellency. Their testimony 
can add nothing to the universal opinion respecting the great services, 
which you have rendered to your country ; but, to the esteem and admira- 
tion of the French, will henceforth be added a sentiment of affection and 
attachment, which is a just return for the attentions our officers have 
received from you, and for the progress they have made in their profession 
by serving under your orders." — Luzerne to Washington, April 18. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " Upon the most mature 
deliberation I can bestow, I am obliged to declare it as my 
candid opinion, that the measures of the enemy in all their 
views, so far as they respect America, are merely delusory, 
(they having no serious intention to admit our independence 
upon its true principles), and are calculated to produce a 
change of ministers to quiet the minds of their own people, 
and reconcile them to a continuance of the war ; while they 
are meant to amuse this country with a false idea of peace, 
to draw us off from our connexion with France, and to lull 
us into a state of security and inactivity, which having taken 
place, the ministry will be left to prosecute the war in other 
parts of the world with greater vigor and effect." — Washing- 
ton to Mesheeh Weare. 
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FRIDAY, MAY 10. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " Just as I was closing 
these despatches, I received a letter from Sir Guy Carleton, 
covering sundry printed papers, a copy of which, with the 
papers, I have now the honor to enclose to your Excel- 
lency." — Washington to the President of Congress. 

" New York, 7 May, 1782. — Having been appointed by his Majesty to 
the command of the forces on the Atlantic Ocean, and joined with Admiral 
Digby in the commission of peace, I find it proper in this manner to apprize 
your Excellency of my arrival at New York. The occasion, Sir, seems to 
render this communication proper, but the circumstances of the present time 
render it also indispensable ; as I find it just to transmit herewith to your 
Excellency certain papers, from the perusal of which your Excellency will 
perceive what dispositions prevail in the government and people of Eng- 
land towards those of America, and what further effects are likely to follow. 
If the like pacific dispositions should prevail in this country, both my 
inclination and duty will lead me to meet it with the most zealous con- 
currence. In all events, Sir, it is with me to declare, that, if war must 
prevail I shall endeavour to render its miseries as light to the people of 
this continent, as the circumstances of such a condition will possibly permit. " 
— Sir Quy Carleton to Washington. 

The papers enclosed in the letter were printed copies of the proceedings 
in the House of Commons on the 4th of March, respecting an address to 
the king in favor of peace, and also a copy of the bill reported in conse- 
quence thereof, enabling his Majesty to conclude a peace or truce with the 
revolted colonies in North America. As this bill, however, had not passed 
into a law when Sir Guy left England, it presented no basis for a negotia- 
tion, and was only cited by him to show the pacific disposition of the Brit- 
ish nation, with which he professed the most zealous concurrence. 

"WEDNESDAY, MAY 22. 

At Head-quarters, Eewburgh : " With a mixture of great , 
surprise and astonishment, I have read with attention the 
sentiments you have submitted to my perusal. Be assured, 
Sir, no occurrence in the course of the war has given me 
more painful sensations, than your information of there 
being such ideas existing in the army, as you have ex- 
pressed, and I must view with abhorrence and reprehend 
with severity. ... I am much at a loss to conceive what 
part of my conduct could have given encouragement to an 
address, which to me seems big with the greatest mischiefs, 
that can befall my country. If I am not deceived in the 
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knowledge of myself, you could not have found a person to 
whom your schemes are more disagreeable." — Washington to 
Colonel Lewis Nicola. 

In reply to a letter in which, after calling attention to the discontents of 
the officers and soldiers respecting the arrearages of pay, and the probabil- 
ity of no adequate provisions being made by Congress, Colonel Nicola 
wrote that many were led to look for the cause in the form of government, 
and to distrust the stability of republican institutions. From the innumer- 
able embarrassments in which the country had been involved during the 
war, on account of its defective political organization, he inferred that 
America could never become prosperous under such a form of government, 
and that the English government was nearer perfection than any other: 
" Therefore I little doubt, that, when the benefits of a mixed government 
are pointed out, and duly considered, such will be readily adopted. In this 
case it will, I believe, be uncontroverted, that the same abilities, which 
have led us through difficulties, apparently insurmountable by human 
power, to victory and glory, those qualities, that have merited and obtained 
the universal esteem and veneration of an army, would be most likely to 
conduct and direct us in the smoother paths of peace. Some people have so 
connected the ideas of tyranny and monarchy, as to find it very difficult to 
separate them. It may therefore be requisite to give the head of such a 
constitution, as I propose, some title apparently more moderate ; but, if all 
other things were once adjusted, I believe strong arguments might be pro- 
duced for admitting the title of King, which I conceive would be attended 
with some material advantages." Lewis Nicola at the time of writing this 
letter was colonel of the corps of invalids, having been appointed by Con- 
gress, June 20, 1777. Previous to this he had acted as barrack-master at 
Philadelphia from April 20, 1776, to December 2, 1776, when he was ap- 
pointed by the Council of Safety of the State, town-major of Philadelphia. 
This office he held in connection with that of colonel of the invalid regi- 
ment until February 5, 1782, when he was dismissed from the service of the 
State with the thanks of the Supreme Esecutive Council, there being no 
further duty for such an officer as town-najor. Colonel Nicola died at 
Alexandria, Virginia, in 1809. 

TUESDAY, MAT 28. 

At Head-quarters, Sewburgh : Orderly Book. — " The Com- 
mander-in-Chief is happy in the opportunity of announcing 
to the army the birth pf a Dauphin of France ; and, desirous 
of giving a general occasion for testifying the satisfaction 
which, he is convinced, will pervade the breast of every 
American officer and soldier on the communication of an 
event so highly interesting to a monarch and nation who 
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have given such distinguishing proofs of their attachment, 
is pleased to order a feu de joie on Thursday next." 



WEDNESDAY, MAY 29. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The Com- 
mander-in-Chief desires his compliments may be presented 
to the officers' ladies with and in the neighborhood of the 
army, together with a request that they will favor him with 
their company at dinner on Thursday next, at "West Point. 
The General will be happy to see any other ladies of his 
own or friends' acquaintances on the occasion, without the 
formality of a particular invitation." 

THURSDAY, MAY 30. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The cele- 
bration of the birth of the Dauphin of France, which was 
to have taken place this day, is to be postponed until to- 
morrow, the 31st inst." 

FRIDAY, MAY 31. 

At West Point : " The birth of the Dauphin was cele- 
brated [at West Point] by the American army. An elegant 
dinner was provided, by order of the Commander-in-Chief; 
of which the officers of the army, and a great number of 
ladies and gentlemen, invited from the adjacent country, 
partook. Thirteen toasts were drank, announced by the 
discharge of cannon. At evening there was a grand feu- 
de-joy, opened by the discharge of 13 cannon, three times 
repeated. The feu-de-joy, being fired in the dusk, had a 
pleasing appearance to the eye, as well as the ear; and was 
so ordered for that purpose."— jHea£/i's Memoirs. 

" At half past eleven o'clock, the celebration was concluded by the ex- 
hibition of fireworks very ingeniously constructed of various figures. His 
Excellency General "Washington was unusually cheerful. He attended the 
ball in the evening and with a dignified and graceful air, having Mrs. Knox 
for his partner, carried down a dance of twenty couple in the arbor on the 
green grass." — Thacher's Military Journal. 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 15. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " The subjugation of 
America, so far at least as to bold it in a dependent state, is 
of too much importance for Great Britain to yield the palm 
to us whilst her resources exist, or our inactivity, want of 
system, and dependence upon other powers prevail. I can 
truly say, that the first wish of my soul is to return speedily 
into the bosom of that country, which gave me birth, and, 
in the sweet enjoyment of domestic happiness and the com- 
pany of a few friends, to end my days in quiet, when I shall 
be called from this stage." — Washington to Archibald Cary. 

MONDAY, JUNE 24. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I am at this moment on 
the point of setting out for Albany, on a visit to my posts 
in the vicinity of that place. My stay will not exceed 
eight or ten days, and will be shortened if any despatches 
should be received from you in the mean time." — Washing- 
ton to Count de Sochambeau. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26. 

At Albany, New York : " Albany, July 1. Last Wednes- 
day evening his Excellency the illustrious General Wash- 
ington and his Excellency the Governor of this State 
[George Clinton], with their suites, arrived in this city." — 
Pennsylvania Gazette, July 17. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 27. 

At Albany : Receives and answers an address from the 
mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of Albany, who also 
present him with the freedom of the city in a gold box. 
" When the Corporation went to present their Address, they 
proceeded in procession, from the city hall. At 6 o'clock, 
p.m. the bells of all the churches began to ring, and con- 
tinued their joyful peals until sun-set, when thirteen cannon 
were discharged from the fort and the city illuminated. 
Who is more worthy our love and esteem, than the Guardian and 
Saviour of his country !" — Pennsylvania Gazette, July 17. 
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EBIDAY, JUNE 28. 

At Albany: Receives and answers an address from the 
minister, elders, and deacons of the Reformed Protestant 
Dutch Church of Albany. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 29. 

At Saratoga, New York : "Albany, July 2. On Satur- 
day he [Washington] set out to visit the troops, with the 
Governor, General Schuyler and many other gentlemen of 
distinction. Brigadier General Gansevort with forty volun-^ 
teers escorted him to Saratoga, where, after surveying the 
theatre of the glorious campaign of 1777, he reviewed the 
first regiment of New Hampshire, and examined the Block- 
houses at that place. From thence he went, the next day 
to Schenectady." — Pennsylvania Gazette, July 17. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 30. 

At Schenectady, New York : " Five miles from Schenec- 
tady he [Washington] was received by sixty of the principal 
inhabitants on horseback who attended him into the town 
amidst the ringing of bells, the firing of cannon, and every 
other public demonstration of felicity. About one hundred 
warriors of the Oneidas and Tuscaroras compleatly armed 
and painted for war, met him without the gates. The 
magistrates, military officers and respectable citizens, who 
had caused a public dinner to be provided, seemed anxious 
to give the most incontestable proofs of their gratitude and 
sensibility for the honor of the visit. The general viewed 
the town and fortifications, and returned to Albany the 
same evening." — Pennsylvania Gazette, July 17. 

MONDAY, JULY 1. 

Leaves Albany: "Albany, July 2. Yesterday morning 
he [Washington] went on board his barge on his way to the 
army, amidst the benedictions of the multitude, leaving the 
citizens of this country strongly impressed with the ideas of 
a great character, in which are combined every public and 
private virtue." — Pennsylvania Gazette, July 17. 
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" June, 1782. To my Expenditures in a Tour to Albany, Saratoga, and 
Schenectady on a visit to our North" Posts, £32.8.0." — Washington's 
Accounts. 

TUESDAY, JULY 2. 

At Head-quarters, Kewburgh : " July 2d. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief returned from Albany." — Heath's Memoirs. 

" On the 4th, the anniversary of the declaration of our Independence was 
celebrated in camp. The whole army was formed on the banks of the Hud- 
son on each side of the river. The signal of thirteen cannon being given 
at West Point, the troops displayed and formed in a line, when a general 
feu de joie took place throughout the whole army." — Thacher's Military 
Journal. 

"WEDNESDAY, JULY 10. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " Sir Guy Carleton is using 
every art to soothe and lull our people into a state of secu- 
rity. Admiral Digby is capturing all our vessels, and suffo- 
cating as fast as possible in prison-ships all our seamen, who 
will not enlist into the service of his Britannic Majesty; 
and Haldimand [Governor-General of Quebec] with his 
savage allies, is scalping and burning on the frontiers. Such 
is the line of conduct pursued by the different command- 
ers, and such their politics." — Washington to Colonel John 
Laurens. 

THUKSDAY, JULY 11. 

At Head-quarters, Eewburgh : " I have this moment re- 
ceived a letter from Count de Rochambeau (by one of his 
aids, in 5 days from Williamsburg) informing me that he 
is on his way to Philadelphia; that he will be there the 
13th or 14th, and wishes for an interview with me : for this 
purpose I shall set out in the morning, very early." — Wash- 
ington to General Heath. 

SUNDAY, JULY 14. 

At Philadelphia : " On Sunday last [July 14] his Excel- 
lency Gen. Washington with his suite arrived in this city 
[Philadelphia] from the northward, and on Saturday gen. 
count Rochambeau from Virginia." — Freeman's Journal, 
July 17. 
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MONDAY, JULY 15. 

At Philadelphia: "Last Monday His Excellency the 
minister of Prance celebrated the birth of Monsigneur the 
Dauphin. In the evening there was a concert of musick in 
a room erected for that purpose. The concert finished at 
nine o'clock, when the fireworks began, and at the same 
time began a very brilliant ball; this was followed by a 
supper. The presence of His Excellency General Washing- 
ton and Count Rochambeau rendered the entertainment as 
compleat as could possibly be wished." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
July 18. 

"July 15, 1782. Great doings this evening at y e French Ambassadors 
(who lives at John Dickinson's House up Chestnut St.) — on account of y e 
Birth of y e Dauphin of France — feasting, fireworks, &c. for which they 
have been preparing for some weeks." — Journal of Elizabeth Drinker. 

At the conference held this day between the two commanders, it was 
agreed that so long as the French troops had been put under marching 
orders for the north, they should remain a few days at Baltimore, which 
place it was expected they would reach before the end of the month, till 
further instructions or intelligence should be received ; and that, unless 
special reasons might appear to the contrary, the army should continue its 
march northwardly and join the American forces on the Hudson. 

MONDAY, JULY 22. 

At Philadelphia: "Your favor of the 17th conveying to 
me your Pastoral on the subject of Lord Cornwallis's cap- 
ture has given me great satisfaction. ... I have only to 
lament that the Hero of your Pastoral is not more deserv- 
ing of your Pen ; but the circumstance shall be placed 
among the happiest events of my life." — Washington to Mrs. 
Stockton. 

Mrs. Biehard Stockton (Anice Boudinot) was a woman of highly culti- 
vated mind and refined literary taste. Besides the " Pastoral on the sub- 
ject of Lord Cornwallis's capture," she also, on the announcement of peace, 
addressed an ode to Washington on that subject. His reply in acknowledg- 
ment, dated Kocky Hill, September 2, 1783, is thought to be the most 
sprightly effusion of his pen. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24. 

Leaves Philadelphia : " On "Wednesday last his excellency 
general Washington left this city [Philadelphia], in order to 
Vol. xv.— 20 
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join the main army on the banks of the Hudson." — Free- 
man's Journal, July 31. 

Prom an entry in his expense account, it would seem that Washington 
made his stopping-place for the night of the 24th at Pottsgrove (now Potts- 
town), thirty-six miles northwest of Philadelphia. — "July, 1782. Exp 8 to 
Potsgrove . . £1.13.4.— Bethlehem . . £3.17.6." 

THURSDAY, JULY 25. 

At Bethlehem, Pennsylvania: "July 25. 1782. Quite un- 
expectedly and very quietly his Excellency Gen. "Washing- 
ton arrived here [Bethlehem] accompanied by two aids de 
camp [Colonel Trumbull and Major "Walker], but without 
an escort. Bro. Ettwein and other Brethren went at 
once to pay their respects to him [at the " Sun Inn"]. After 
partaking of a meal he inspected the choir houses and other 
objects of interest in the place, and then attended the even- 
ing service, at which Bro. Ettwein delivered a discourse, in 
English, on the text : ' In all things approving ourselves as 
the ministers of God,' &c. (II. Cor. 6 : 4) and the choir ren- 
dered some fine music both at the beginning and at the 
close. The General manifested much friendliness, and the 
pleasure and satisfaction which the visit afforded him were 
clearly to be inferred from his utterances." — Moravian Ar- 
chives, MS. 

During the Revolution the Moravian settlement of Bethlehem witnessed 
many of the horrors and discomforts of war, a sore trial for the peace-loving 
brethren. The tramp of armed men through its quiet borders began in July, 
1775 ; in December, 1776, most of the houses of the community were taken for 
hospitals, prisoners were quartered in others, and many days of " unrest at 
Bethlehem" are noted in the diaries preserved in the Archives. But with the 
horrors came also some of the pomp and circumstance of war. Being in the 
main route of travel to and from the Eastern States, Bethlehem saw many dis- 
tinguished soldiers and statesmen. Here, at times, were Greene, Knox, Gates, 
Stirling, Sullivan, Schuyler, Steuben, De Kalb, Pulaski, De Chastellux, 
and Washington ; Samuel and John Adams, Hancock, Laurens, Livingston, 
Boudinot, Beed, Eittenhouse, and Gerard. And here, in the autumnal days 
of 1777, Lafayette, under the careful nursing of the fair Moravian sister 
(Liesel Beckel), rapidly recovered from the wound received at Brandy wine. 

FRIDAY, JULY 26. 

Leaves Bethlehem : " July 26. At a very early hour he 
[Washington] proceeded on his journey by way of Easton. 
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Bro. Ettwein, who had just been contemplating a visit to 
Hope, accompanied him to the first named place [Easton], 
and then rode on ahead, in order to make some preparation 
for his entertainment at Hope, where he dined and also 
looked about the place with pleasure." — Moravian Archives, 
MS. 

The village of Hope, Sussex (now Warren) County, New Jersey, twenty 
miles northeast of Easton, Pennsylvania, where Washington and his aides 
dined on July 26, was founded by the Moravians in 1769. The undertaking, 
however, not proving a financial success, the brethren returned to their 
settlements at Bethlehem and Nazareth about 1808. 

The traveller*, in all probability, quartered for the night at Sussex Court- 
House (now Newton), eighteen miles beyond Hope. 

SATURDAY, JULY 27. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh: "July 27th. Gen. Wash- 
ington returned to Newburgh from Philadelphia." — Heath's 

Memoirs. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " You will, I imagine, 
have heard, before this reaches you, of the arrival of Mr. 
Vaudreuil with a fleet of thirteen ships of the line on this 
coast. I can give no particulars, as I have no official ac- 
count of his arrival." — Washington to General Greene. 

After the defeat of the French squadron in the West India waters (April 
12) by Admiral Rodney, in which De Grasse lost seven vessels, and was 
himself made a prisoner, the command had devolved upon the Marquis de 
Vaudreuil, who received orders to go to Boston. The fleet, consisting of 
thirteen ships of the line (of which four were eighty guns and the others 
seventy-four), three frigates, and a cutter, arrived on the 10th of August, 
and remained until December 24, when the French troops having embarked, 
the marquis set sail for Porto Cabello. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " The prospect of an ap- 
proaching peace brightens; Gen. Sir Guy Carleton and 
Admiral Digby informed Gen. Washington, that Mr. Gren- 
ville had gone over to Prance on the negociation for peace, 
and that the independence of America was acknowledged 
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previous to, or as an opening of the negociation. The 
refugees at New York were greatly alarmed at the prospect 
of peace." — Heath's Memoirs. 

" "We are acquainted, Sir, by authority, that the negotiations for a general 
peace have already commenced at Paris, and that Mr. Grenville is invested 
with full powers to treat with all parties at war, and is now at Paris in the 
execution of his commission. And we are likewise, Sir, further made 
acquainted, that his Majesty, in order to remove all obstacles to that peace, 
which he so ardently wishes to restore, has commanded his ministers to 
direct Mr. Grenville, that the independency of the thirteen Provinces 
should be proposed by him in the first instance, instead of making it a con- 
dition of a general treaty; however, not without the highest confidence, 
that the Loyalists shall be restored to their possessions, or a full compensa- 
tion made to them for whatever confiscations may have taken place." — Sir 
Guy Carleton and Admiral Digby to Washington, August 2, 1782. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " Having been informed 
that Major-General Gates is in Philadelphia, and being now 
about to make my ultimate arrangements for the campaign, 
I take the liberty to request, that you will be pleased to in- 
form me by the earliest conveyance whether he wishes to 
be employed in this army or not." — Washington to the Secre- 
tary at War. 

Since the unfortunate battle of Camden, General Gates had been in re- 
tirement at his seat in Berkeley County, Virginia. The court of inquiry, 
ordered by Congress to examine into that matter, had never been convened. 
The subject was at length brought forward anew, and on August 14, 1782, 
it was resolved, " That the resolution of the 5th day of October, 1780, 
directing a court of enquiry on the conduct of major-general Gates, be re- 
pealed ; and that he take command in the main army as the commander-in- 
chief shall direct." General Gates rejoined the army at Verplanck's Point 
on the 5th of October, and took command of the right wing as senior 
officer. 

SUNDAT, AUGUST 18. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The Gen- 
eral has the pleasure to inform the army of the total recov- 
ery of the State of Georgia from the hands of the enemy. 
On the 11th of July the British evacuated Savannah, leav- 
ing the town and works uninjured. Of the citizens who 
have returned to their allegiance, nearly two hundred en- 
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listed into the continental Battalion of Georgia, and it was 
expected the corps would soon he completed without any 
expense. Brigadier-general Wayne, who commanded in 
that State, appears to have merited great applause by his 
conduct there." 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30. 

At Head-quarters, jSTewburgh : Orderly Book. — " Precisely 
at 5 o'clock to-morrow morning the General is to beat, on 
which the tents and baggage of the second Connecticut and 
third Massachusetts brigades are to be put in the boats. 
At 9 o'clock the Assembly will beat, when these brigades 
are immediately to march and embark by the right, pro- 
ceeding in one column to Verplanck's Point in the follow- 
ing order: 1st Conn., 2d Conn., 1st Mass. and 2d Mass. 
Brigades. ... If the boats are insufficient to transport the 
troops, with their baggage, without crowding or overloading, 
the surplusage will march by land under proper officers. . . . 
The artillery annexed to brigades will proceed by land and 
join their respective corps at Verplanck's Point," 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31. 

At Verplanck's Point : Orderly Book. — " The Commander- 
in-Chief cannot help expressing his thanks to the officers 
commanding divisions, brigades and corps, and to the Ad- 
jutant and Quartermaster-generals for their punctual atten- 
tion to the order of yesterday, by which the first consider- 
able movement that has been attempted by water was made 
with the utmost regularity and good order." 

"August 31st. — The army marched from their different quarters this 
morning and encamped at Verplanck's point in the evening. Part of the 
troops came down the river in boats, which being in motion and in regular 
order on the water, made a most beautiful appearance." — Thacher' s Military 
Journal. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " The whole army, 
the garrison at West Point excepted, which is left under the 
command of Major-General Knox, moved down to this 
ground yesterday." — Washington to the Secretary at War. 



310 Itinerary of General Washington, 1782. 

This concentration of the army from its different points was made in 
consequence of an agreement with Count de Rochambeau to form a junc- 
tion of the French and American forces on the Hudson, and also to be 
nearer the enemy in case any hostile attempts should be made from New 
York ; although, from the inactivity and pacific declarations of Sir Guy 
Carleton, such attempts were not anticipated. The first division of the 
French army, which had left Williamsburg, Virginia, on the 23d of June, 
and Baltimore on the 27th of August, arrived at King's Ferry on the 16th 
of September. The remainder followed, the last arriving on the 18th, 
when the whole crossed the river, and formed a junction with the American 
army on the 19th. Rochambeau and his suite, preceding the troops to 
confer with "Washington, crossed the river on the 14th. The French en- 
camped on the left of the Americans, near Crampond, about ten miles from 
Verplanck's Point. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " I have the honor 
to reply to your Excellency's letter of the 23d of August, 
and to inform you, that Major-Generals Heath and Knox 
are nominated by me to meet Lieutenant-General Campbell 
and Mr. Elliott, as commissioners for the purpose of settling 
a general cartel for an exchange of prisoners. I propose, 
Sir, that the meeting be held at Tappan, as an intermediate 
and convenient place, and that it commence on the 18th day 
of this month, at which time my commissioners will attend, 
and will be accompanied by the commissary of prisoners." 
— Washington to Sir Guy Carleton. 

"September 26th. — The Commissioners interchanged copies of their re- 
spective powers ; these were to be considered until the next day, when 
answers were to be given in writing, whether the powers were satisfactory 
on both sides. On examining the powers given to the British Commis- 
sioners, it appeared that their doings would not be conclusive until con- 
firmed, and were very short of those held by the American Commissioners, 
whose agreement and signature were to be final. September 27th. — The 
American Commissioners stated to the British Commissioners, that the 
powers with which they were vested were inadequate to effect the expecta- 
tions of the government of the United States, and that therefore the nego- 
ciation must be broken off. Of the great difference of the powers the 
British Commissioners were fully convinced. The American Commis- 
sioners thought it to be their duty, when they gave their note of objections 
to the British delegated powers, to hand with it a very pointed protest, in 
behalf of the United States, against that conduct, on the part of the 
British, which had so long delayed the settlement of the accounts for the 
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support of the prisoners of war, which were in the power of the United 
States." — Heath's Memoirs. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point: "That the King 
will push the war, as long as the nation will find men or 
money, admits not of a doubt in my mind. The whole 
tenor of his conduct, as well as his last proroguing speech, 
on the 11th of July, plainly indicates it, and shows in a 
clear point of view the impolicy of relaxation on our part. 
If we are wise, let us prepare for the worst. There is 
nothing, which will so soon produce a speedy and honorable 
peace, as a state of preparation for war; and we must either 
do this, or lay our account to patch up an inglorious peace, 
after all the toil, blood, and treasure we have spent." — 
Washington to James McHenry. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " The whole army 
was paraded under arms this morning in order to honor his 
Excellency Count Rochambeau on his arrival from the 
southward. The troops were all formed in two lines ex- 
tending from the ferry, where the count crossed, to head 
quarters. A troop of horse met and received him at King's 
ferry, and conducted him through the line to General "Wash- 
ington's" quarters, where sitting on his horse by the side of 
his Excellency, the whole army marched before him and 
paid the usual salute and honors. Our troops were now in 
complete uniform and exhibited every mark of soldierly 
discipline. Count Rochambeau was most highly gratified 
to perceive the very great improvement which our army had 
made in appearance since he last reviewed them, and ex- 
pressed his astonishment at their rapid progress in military 
skill and discipline. He said to General Washington 'you 
must have formed an alliance with the king of Prussia. 
These troops are Prussians.' Several of the principal offi- 
cers of the French army who have seen troops of different 
European nations, have bestowed the highest encomiums 
and applause on our army, and declared that they had seen 
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none superior to the Americans." — Thacher's Military 
Journal. 

" We joined Washington's army at Kingsferry on the Hudson. The 
general, as a mark of respect to France, and of gratitude for the services 
she has rendered America, made us march between a double line of his 
troops, equipped, armed and clothed for the first time in the Revolution, 
partly from material and arms brought from France, and partly from the 
British storehouses taken from Cornwallis, which the French generously 
gave up to the American army. General Washington made his drums 
beat the French march during the whole time of this review, and the two 
armies met again with evident marks of reciprocal satisfaction." — Memoires 
de Rochambeau, I. 309. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " I have the pleas- 
ure to acknowledge your favor, informing me of your pro- 
posal to present me with fifty copies of your last publication 
for the amusement of the army. For this intention you have 
my sincere thanks, not only on my own account, but for 
the pleasure, which I doubt not the gentlemen of the army 
will receive from the perusal of your pamphlets. Your 
observations on the period of seven years, as it applies to 
British minds, are ingenious, and I wish it may not fail of 
its effects in the present instance." — Washington to Thomas 
Paine. 

" I have the honor of presenting you with fifty copies of my Letter to the 
Abbe Raynal [dated Philadelphia, August 21, 1782] ,* for the use of the 
army, and to repeat to you my acknowledgments for your friendship. I 
fully believe we have seen our worst days over. The spirit of the war, on 
the part of the enemy, is certainly on the decline, full as much as we think 
for. I draw this opinion not only from the present promising appearances 
of things, and the difiiculties we know the British Cabinet is in ; but I add 
to it the peculiar effect which certain periods of time, have more or less, 
upon all men. The British have accustomed themselves to think of seven 
years in a manner different to other portions of time. They acquire this 
partly by habit, by reason, by religion, and by superstition. They serve 
seven years apprenticeship — they elect their parliament for seven years — 
they punish by seven years transportation, or the duplicate or triplicate of 
that term — they let their leases in the same manner, and they read that 

1 Written to correct the errors in the Abbe's account of the American 
Revolution, published in 1781. 
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Jacob served seven years for one wife, and after that seven yeare for another ; 
and this particular period of time, by a variety of concurrences, has obtained 
an influence in their mind. They have now had seven years of war, and 
are no further on the Continent than when they began. The superstitious 
and populous part will therefore conclude that it is not to be, and the rational 
part of them will think they have tried an unsuccessful and expensive 
project long enough, and by these two joining issue in the same eventual 
opinion, the obstinate part among them will be beaten out ; unless, consist- 
ent with their former sagacity, they should get over the matter by an act of 
parliament, ' to bind time in all cases whatsoever,' or declare him a rebel." — 
Thomas Paine to Washington, September 7, 1782. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " Gen. Washing- 
ton reviewed the French army; the troops made a fine 
appearance." — Heath's Memoirs. 

" I found the American army camped in a place called Verplanck's 
Point. It consisted of about six thousand men, who for the first time since 
the beginning of the war were decently uniformed, well-armed, properly 
equipped, and camped in tents of a regular model. I passed through all 
the camp with pleasure, astonishment and admiration. All the soldiers 
seemed to me well looking, robust and well-chosen. The sentinels were 
well equipped, very attentive, sufficiently well disciplined in the use of their 
arms, and so strong was the contrast with the incorrect notions I had 
formed concerning these troops, that I was obliged frequently to say to my- 
self, that I beheld in this army the same which formerly had no other uni- 
form than a cap, on which was written Liberty. I noticed on a little hill 
which looked over the camp an assemblage of tents, which I recognized 
easily as the quarters of General Washington." — Narrative of the Prince 
de Broglie, Magazine of American History, I. 307. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " The American 
army manoeuvred before the Commander in Chief, Gen. 
Rochambeau, and many other officers. The troops made a 
handsome appearance, and manoeuvred well." — Heath's 
Memoirs. 

"This day [September 21] the Americans were under arms. It was a 
military festival in honour of their allies. Their camp was covered with 
garlands and pyramids, as so many trophies gratefully raised by the hands 
of liberty. The army was drawn up at the head of their camp. Twenty- 
four battalions of the states of New Jersey, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, and New York formed a line of two miles extent. The most 
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exact uniformity, the neat dress of the men, the glittering of their arms, 
their martial look, and a kind of military luxury gave a most magnificent 
appearance to this assemblage of citizens armed in defence of their country. 
... A discharge of cannon was the signal for manceuvering. That exact- 
ness, order and silence which distinguish veteran armies was here displayed : 
they changed their front, formed and displayed columns, with admirable 
regularity. The day was terminated with an entertainment of more than 
ninety covers, served with true military magnificence in the pretorium of 
the consul (for I rather express myself thus than by saying in the tent of the 
general). In fact, everything in this army, bears a particular character: 
and things uncommon ought not to be described by common expressions. 
A band of American music, which played during the dinner, added to the 
gaiety of the company." — Letter from a French officer to a friend, Pennsyl- 
vania Packet. October 24. 



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " The situation of 
politics, I mean European, is upon so precarious a footing, 
that I really know not what account to give of them. 
Negotiations were still going on at Paris in the middle of 
July; but the prospects of a peace were checked by the 
death of the Marquis of Eockingham. Dr. Franklin's 
laconic description of the temper of the British nation seems 
most apt. ' They are,' says he, ' unable to carry on the war, 
and too proud to make peace.'" — Washington to General 
Greene. 

" One of my most earnest wishes was to see Washington, the hero of 
America. He was then encamped at a short distance from us, and the 
Count de Eochambeau was kind enough to introduce me to him. Too often 
reality disappoints the expectations our imagination had raised, and admira- 
tion diminishes by a too near view of the object upon which it had been 
bestowed ; but, on seeing General Washington, I found a perfect similarity 
between the impression produced upon me by his aspect, and the idea I had 
formed of him. His exterior disclosed, as it were, the history of his life : 
simplicity, grandeur, dignity, calmness, goodness, firmness, the attributes 
of his character, were also stamped upon his features, and in all his person. 
His stature was noble and elevated ; the expression of his features mild and 
benevolent ; his smile graceful and pleasing ; his manners simple, without 
familiarity. . . . Washington, when I saw him, was forty-nine years of age. 
He endeavored modestly to avoid the marks of admiration and respect which 
were so anxiously offered to him, and yet no man ever knew better how to 
receive and to acknowledge them. He listened, with an obliging attention, 
to all those who addressed him, and the expression of his countenance had 
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conveyed his answer before he spoke."— Memoirs and Recollections of Count 
de Segur, p. 281. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point: " Gen. Washing- 
ton, covered by the dragoons and light infantry, recon- 
noitred the grounds on the east side of the river, below the 
White Plains; and on the 29th, about noon, returned to 
camp." — Heath's Memoirs. 

"Sep. 1782. — To the Expences of a Reconnoitre as low as Phillipshurg 
& thence across from Dobbs's ferry to y e Sound with a large Party of 
Horse . . £32.8.0." — Washington's Accounts. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " The evils, of 
which they [the army] complain, and which they suppose 
almost remediless, are the total want of money or the 
means of existing from one day to another, the heavy 
debts they have already incurred, the loss of credit, the 
distress of their families at home, and prospect of poverty 
and misery before them. . . . You may rely upon it, the 
patience and long-suffering of this army are almost ex- 
hausted, and that there never was so great a spirit of dis- 
content as at this instant. While in the field, I think it 
may be kept from breaking out into acts of outrage ; but 
when we retire into winter-quarters, unless the storm is 
previously dissipated, I cannot be at ease respecting the 
consequences. It is high time for a peace." — Washington to 
the Secretary at War. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " October 5th. — 
Maj. Gen. Gates arrived at camp." — Heath's Memoirs. 

"I saw him [General Gates] at the house of General Washington, with 
whom he had had a misunderstanding. I was present at their first inter- 
view after the disagreement. This interview excited the curiosity of both 
armies. It passed with a most perfect propriety on the part of both gen- 
tlemen. Mr. Washington treated Mr. Gates with a politeness which had 
a frank and easy air, while the other responded with that shade of respect 
which was proper towards his general, but at the same time with a self- 
possession, a nobility of manner and an air of moderation which convinced 
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me that Mr. Gates was worthy of the successes he had gained at Saratoga, 
and that his defeats had only rendered him more worthy of respect, because 
of the courage with which he bore them. Such also was the opinion as far 
as I could gather, that other gentlemen, both capable and disinterested, 
entertained concerning Mr. Gates." — Narrative of the Prince de Broglie. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " To the Expences 
of a Visit to the Post at Dobbs's ferry, etc. . . £7. 10. 0."— 

Washington's Accounts. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " The military 
operations of the campaign are drawing to a close without 
any very important events on this side of the water, unless 
the evacuation of Charleston, which is generally expected, 
but not yet known to me, should take place, and form a 
paragraph in the page of this year's history." — Washington 
to Benjamin Franklin. 

Charleston was not evacuated by the British until December 14. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point: "In the present 
quiet state of the frontiers, and with assurances from Sir 
Guy Carleton, that the incursions of the savages are stopped 
by authority, I have it in contemplation to withdraw the 
Continental troops from the northward." — Washington to 
Governor Clinton. 

" October 19th.— Eight battalions have been selected from the army to 
perform some grand manoeuvres and a review. The evolutions and firings 
were performed this day with that regularity and precision which does 
them honor, and which received the full approbation of the numerous spec- 
tators, and of the American and French officers who were present."— 
Thacher's Military Journal. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point : " The Secretary at 
War [General Lincoln] arrived at Camp." — Heath's Memoirs. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24. 

At Head-quarters, Verplanck's Point: "The whole 
American army manoeuvred before the Hon. the Secretary 
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at "War. The Commander in Chief, in the orders of the 
day, expressed his own, as well as the Secretary at War's 
fullest approbation." — Heath's Memoirs. 

On October 22 the French army set out for Boston in order to embark 
for the "West Indies, and on the morning of the 26th the American army 
left Verplanck's Point, crossing the Hudson in boats to West Point the 
following day. On the 28th the troops reached New Windsor (two miles 
below Newburgh), to the west of which they were to build their huts and 
go into winter-quarters, the last cantonment of the main Continental army. 
Washington re-established his quarters at Newburgh, in the " Hasbrouck 
House," which he retained until August 18, 1783. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " The Commander in 
Chief, on this day (30th of Oct.), ordered the regiments 
of the Massachusetts line to be reduced to 8 regiments, of 
500 rank and file each, or as near as could be to that num- 
ber ; and the Connecticut line to 3 regiments of similar 
strength, with 3 Field Officers, 9 Captains, 19 Subalterns, 1 
Surgeon, and 1 Mate each ; and the regiments were formed 
accordingly." — Heath's Memoirs. 

On the 7th of August Congress passed resolutions directing the Secre- 
tary at War, on or before the first day of January, 1783, to cause the non- 
commissioned officers and privates, belonging to the lines of the several 
States, to be arranged in such manner as to form complete regiments of not 
less than five hundred rank and file. The regiments so formed to be com- 
pletely officered ; the officers to agree and determine who should stay in 
service ; or if this could not be effected by agreement, the junior officers of 
each grade were to retire. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 

At West Point : " I attended the funeral of my late 
worthy friend, Ensign Trant. This young gentleman at the 
age of eighteen came over from Ireland about two years 
since, and on his arrival in Boston, was appointed an ensign 
in our regiment. . . . His remains were decently interred 
in the garrison at West Point, and were followed to the 
grave by His Excellency General Washington, and a very 
respectable procession." — Thacher's Military Journal. 
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"WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13. 

At Head-quarters, Kewburgh : " It affords me singular 
pleasure, to have it in my power to transmit to you the en- 
closed copy of an act of Congress, of the 7th instant, by 
which you are released from the disagreeable circumstances 
in which you have so long been. Supposing that you would 
wish to go into New York as soon as possible, I also enclose 
a passport for that purpose." — Washington to Captain Charles 
Asgill. 

Captain Charles Asgill, son of Sir Charles Asgill, had heen selected by- 
lot at Lancaster (May 27), from the British prisoners of his own rank, to 
be executed in retaliation for the death of Captain Joshua Huddy, taken 
prisoner by a party of refugees while commanding a small body of troops in 
Monmouth County, New Jersey, and hanged April 12. His execution was 
postponed while an investigation as to the exact cause of Captain Huddy 's 
death was being made in the British army, and the affair was in suspense 
for several months. In the mean time Lady Asgill had written a pathetic 
letter to Count de Vergennes, the French minister, soliciting him to inter- 
cede with General Washington. This letter, with one from Vergennes to 
Washington, dated July 29, were submitted to Congress. They were taken 
into consideration, and it was resolved "that the Commander-in-chief be 
and is hereby directed to set Captain Asgill at liberty." 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " Captain Asgill has been 
released, and is at perfect liberty to return to the arms of an 
affectionate parent, whose pathetic address to your Excel- 
lency could not fail of interesting every feeling heart, in her 
behalf. I have no right to assume any particular merit 
from the lenient manner in which this disagreeable affair 
has terminated. But I beg you to believe, Sir, that I most 
sincerely rejoice, not only because your humane intentions 
are gratified, but because the event accords with the wishes 
of his most Christian Majesty, and his royal and amiable 
consort, who, by their benevolence and munificence, have 
endeared themselves to every true American." — Washington 
to Count de Vergennes. 

According to the following entry in his expense account, Washington 
passed the latter part of November in making a journey to the western 
frontier of New York, but we are unable to state either when he left or 
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when ho returned to head-quarters : " Nov. 1782. — To the Sixpences of a 
tour to Poughkeepsy — thence to Esopus & along the Western Frontier of 
the State of New York, £43.10.4." 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : M. de Chastellux spends 
the day, having arrived the evening previous, and leaves on 
the 7th, bidding a final farewell to Washington. 

"We passed the North-river as night came on, and arrived at six o'clock 
at Newburgh, where I found Mr. and Mrs. Washington, Colonel Tilgham 
[Tilghman], Colonel Humphreys, and Major Walker. The head quarters 
of Newburgh consist of a single house, neither vast nor commodious, 
which is built in the Dutch fashion. The largest room in it (which was the 
proprietor's parlour for his family, and which General Washington has 
converted into his dining room) is in truth tolerably spacious, but it has 
seven doors and only one window. The chimney, or rather the chimney 
back, is against the wall ; so that there is in fact but one vent for the smoke, 
and the Are is in the room itself. I found the company assembled in a 
small room which served by way of parlour. At nine supper was served, 
and when the hour of bed-time came, I found that the chamber, to which 
the General conducted me, was the very parlour I speak of, wherein he had 
made them place a camp-bed. . . . The day I remained at head quarters 
was passed either at table or in conversation. General Hand, Adjutant 
General, Colonel Reed of New Hampshire, and Major Graham dined with 
us. On the 7th I took leave of General Washington, nor is it difficult to 
imagine the pain this separation gave me ; but I have too much pleasure in 
recollecting the real tenderness with which it affected him, not to take a 
pride in mentioning it." — De Chastellux, II. 301. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " The Count de Rocham- 
beau, who arrived here this morning, did me the honor to 
deliver to me your letter of the 29th of November. . . . 
I have only now to assure you of my sincere wishes for 
your safe and speedy arrival at the place of your destination, 
and for your success and personal glory in whatever you 
may undertake." — Washington to Baron de Viomfriil. 

" On our return to Virginia, we paid another visit to General Washing- 
ton, at New Windsor [Newburgh]. It was here that we took our most 
tender farewell, and that I, as well as the officers who were with me, re- 
ceived from the American army the assurance of their most sincere friend- 
ship for ever." — Memaires de Rochambeau. 

The Count de Rochambeau remained at head-quarters until the 14th, 
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when he set out for Annapolis, from whence, in company with the Marquis 
de Ohastellux and General de Choisy, he sailed January 11, 1783. His 
visit to "Washington was made on his return from Providence, where he 
took leave of the French army. The command then devolved on the Baron 
de Viomenil, who arrived with the troops at Boston during the first week 
of December, but the embarkation did not take place until the 24th. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27. 

At Poughkeepsie, New York : Present at the celebration 
of the festival of St. John the Evangelist, by King Solo- 
mon's Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. 

A medal was struck in 1882, in commemoration of this visit to the 
Poughkeepsie Lodge, which was founded April 18, 1777. — See Baker's 
" Medallic Portraits of "Washington," p. 130. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " It is with infinite satis- 
faction, that I embrace the earliest opportunity of sending 
to Philadelphia the cannon, which Congress were pleased 
to present to your Excellency, in testimony of their sense 
of the illustrious part you bore in the capture of the British 
army under Lord Cornwallis at York in Virginia. The 
carriages will follow by another conveyance. But, as they 
were not quite ready, I could not resist the pleasure, on 
that account, of forwarding these pieces to you previous to 
your departure, in hopes the inscription and devices, as 
well as the execution, may be agreeable to your wishes." — 
Washington to Count de Sochambeau. 

" Annapolis, January 11, 1783. — Though I was gone from Philadelphia, 
before the cannon arrived there, give me leave to observe, that your usual 
attention and politeness have been shown to the last moment, of which this 
is a fresh proof. I write to the Chevalier de la Luzerne to keep them till 
peace, when they may be carried over without danger of being taken. "We 
are just getting under sail. In this moment I renew to your Excellency 
my sincere acknowledgments for your friendship, and am with the most 
inviolable personal attachment and respect your most obedient servant." — 
Rochambeau to Washington. 

(To be continued.) 



